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It is of international strategic importance because of the importance of the sea lanes off the Somalia coast (roughly 30% of European energy needs, and manufactured goods from China and Asia pass through the Gulf of Aden). 2 We are an interconnected global society supported by a global economy -and that economy simply cannot function if the world's oceans are not safe and secure for maritime commerce. 3 
Piracy Definition
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines piracy as: (a) any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed (i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such ship or aircraft; (ii) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any state; (b) any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an aircraft with knowledge of facts making it a pirate ship or aircraft; (c) any act of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described in the subparagraph (a) or (b).
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The term "Somalia Piracy" refers to the activities of Somalia-based groups who aim to generate income by attacking ships at seas. Somalia pirates are not formally linked to any government and their victims are mostly foreign commercial vessels sailing in the Gulf of Aden or in the Western Indian Ocean.
Somalia Piracy
Piracy in Somalia is a symptom of a failed state. Somalia has endured perpetual economic, social, and political upheaval for nearly 23 years. In the absence of a strong central government capable of enforcing the rule of law, the environment in Somalia is conducive for violent crime such as piracy. Many Somalis feel piracy emerged because foreigners were illegally fishing and dumping toxic waste in Somali territorial waters. In Mary Harper's book, "Getting Somalia Wrong," she stated that the Somalia pirates she interviewed take great offense to being labeled "pirates." They prefer to describe themselves as "coast guards" protecting their coastline from foreign trawlers stealing their fish, asserting that any vessels caught in their waters will be fined. 6 Also, they refer to their tactics as modern day "Robin Hood," stealing from the rich to give to the poor.
Despite their legitimate concerns of illegal fishing and toxic waste dumping in their waters, Somali pirates are purely motivated by money. This is evident by the types of vessels attacked. If really concerned with illegal fishing, Somalia's "pirates or coast guards," should only attack foreign fishing trawlers, not cargo ships, yachts and oil tankers. Many fishermen have either volunteered or been unable to resume their livelihood, so they become pirates. In 2009, ransom payments reached an average of $1,000,000 to $2,000,000. 7 The potential danger of death or imprisonment does little to deter piracy, given the likelihood of earning a huge payout, which exceeds average annual incomes. Somalia's GDP is approximately $600 per capita and an individual pirate can collect payment up to $10,000 dollars for one successful operation. 8 It is obvious that money is the primary motivating factor of increased piracy activities in 19 To date, the highest ransom payment on record is $13.5 million dollars to release the Greek flagged vessel "Irene SL," a very large crude carrier with two million barrels of oil valued at $200 million dollars. This is equivalent to 20% of the US crude oil imports for one day. 20 The increasing threat of pirate attacks against ships and their crews has forced shipping companies to obtain additional insurance premiums at higher rates. The "War Risk and Kidnap and Ransom" premiums are two primary forms of piracy related insurances. 21 War Risk premiums are for vessels transiting through "war risk areas" which includes the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, and the Gulf of Oman. operations come with a huge price tag to sustain. NATO officials stated that on an average there were a total of 18 vessels on duty from NATO, EUNAVFOR, and CTF
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. 24 The three areas to estimate cost were: administrative cost -$22 million, vessel and aircraft operational cost -$959 million. In addition, $291 million was used to operate the unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) working counter-piracy efforts in the Indian
Ocean. 25 In 2011, the total cost for counter-piracy activities in the Horn of Africa was approximately $1.27 billion.
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Another devastating impact of Somalia piracy is the threats to humanitarian aid deliveries in the HOA that travels mostly by sea to the region. Delays or stoppage in humanitarian aid will not only lead to human catastrophe in Somalia, but also in neighboring Ethiopia. According to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), more than 5 million Ethiopians required emergency food assistance in 2011.
The United States has provided over $725 million in food and humanitarian aid to
Ethiopia from 2009 through 2011. 26 In Somalia, an estimated 2.5 million people, one third of the population required food aid. The majority of aid assistance is needed in southern and central regions, where drought has resulted in crop failures and deteriorating livestock conditions. On land, the delivery of food and humanitarian aid is hinder by an unstable security environment. Food insecurity has increased due to high food and fuel prices, prompted by severe drought and lack of security. Port security is lacking at the four major ports in Somalia to allow vessels to safely berth. The World Food Program (WFP), which ships tens of thousands of food monthly to the region, stated it has become too expensive to ship assistance to Mogadishu's port because of security concerns. As a result, the WFP had to suspend operations in southern Somalia because of the growing threat and intimidation by al-Shabaab militants. WFP has resumed operations with the assistance of EU forces escorting WFP shipments. As of January 2013, the improved security situation in the southern Somalia city of Kismayo has allowed WFP to provide food assistance for the first time in nearly four years to Kismayo's most vulnerable people, woman and children. In addition to the direct costs Somalia piracy has on industry and government, it has also severely impacted the economy in neighboring countries, like Kenya. It has disrupted their trade, tourism, and humanitarian assistance. 30 Kenya has suffered the greatest regional economic impact of Somalia piracy, because of their close proximity of shared borders. Kenya's maritime trade is affected by increased insurance premiums charged to ships transiting the region, a reduction of ship traffic as vessels re-route to avoid the HOA, and increased delays in delivery of goods. 31 Kenya's major exported items, including tea, coffee, and other agricultural goods are the most threatened.
Agricultural goods like mangoes, avocadoes and canned beans are exported by sea.
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The value of these exported goods is estimated to be $120 million per year. 32 Frontier (Doctors Without Borders) to pull personnel from these dangerous areas, even though these locations were in dire need of humanitarian aid. 38 The mission was too risky to jeopardize anymore personnel. The implication of aid organizations stopping operations in the region, during the worst drought to Somalia and the HOA in sixty years, is a humanitarian tragedy.
As Somalia piracy impacts humanitarian efforts in Kenya, it will also reduce foreign currency into the country, if there is a mass evacuation of NGO workers. The and in appropriate cases, the United States. 46 The five pillars are improving operational and intelligence support to counter-piracy operations, strengthening judicial frameworks for detention and prosecution, disrupting the pirates' financial networks, reinforcing commercial shipping self-defense capabilities, and pursing diplomatic and public efforts to discourage piracy. 47 To achieve success with this strategy and plan, the U.S. must not act alone in these efforts. We must have an effective global partnership of all 13 interested nations, because most of the world's maritime domain is under no single nation's sovereignty or jurisdiction. new countries like China, Indian, and Japan. 54 These various naval powers symbolizes international partnership capacity that is actively involved to deter, disrupt, and repress piracy, so the world's waterways are secured for global economy prosperity for all nations.
Diplomatic and Regional Response
As military operations continue to repress piracy, the United Nations has adopted a series of UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions to assist in these efforts. As indicated in the UN Charter, the UN Security Council is responsible for international peace and security. These authorities have provided international legitimacy and the necessary legal tools to implement the various pillars of the U.S. strategy to deter and disrupt Somalia piracy activities in the region. concerns include who they report to, the scope of their operation, and when they can and should use deadly force. However, the one common goal for all actors involved is to deter, disrupt and defeat Somalia piracy.
Finally, the lack of an effective legal framework to prosecute and convict pirates in Somalia remains absent. The current Somali government does not have a legal system in place that is recognized within the international community; therefore, almost all pirate prosecutions take place in other countries like Seychelles, France, and Kenya.
While UNCLOS defines piracy as a universal crime and gives sovereign nations the right to seize and prosecute pirates, many countries lack the specific laws and resources to deal with them. 63 Initially, pirates that were caught were simply set free.
The international community followed a "catch and release" policy, with the aim of disrupting the pirates rather than going through the complicated process of prosecution.
Slowly, progress has been made to deter piracy through effective apprehension, prosecution and incarceration of pirates and their supporters. According to the 2012
October UN Security Council report, there are 1,186 individuals suspected of piracy either prosecuted or awaiting prosecution in 21 different countries. 64 The long term solution is to develop the judicial system and prison capacity in Somalia, so that Somali authorities can prosecute and incarcerate convicted pirates at home.
Recommendations
The long term solution to piracy is the reestablishment of stability in Somalia. Somalia lacks maritime capability and capacity to effectively address piracy. However, through AFRICOM's security assistance programs, Somalia will eventually increase maritime domain awareness and security.
Private industry has played a critical role in counter piracy efforts to deter and prevent pirate attacks. The widespread adoption of Best Management Practices (BMPs) has had significant positive results. Data has shown that any ship with an armed private security team on board has either stopped an attempted hijacking or deters pirates with their presence. If private industry presents an opportunity to address challenges on land, where the international community is reluctant to commit forces, then policy barriers in this investment need to be reevaluated. Clear guidelines, rules, and regulations for activities on land should be established, and a substantive oversight and accountability system created. 70 Finally, there must be a consensus from the African Union and regional partners, to include authorities created by the United Nations to guarantee potential success.
Conclusion 21
The United States has pursued a multi-dimensional approach that focuses on 
